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\ Making an Impact

The long awaited ac ci dent dia gram in ter face for CRIS is com plete.  It's 
called Im pact and it prom ises to help ac cel er ate the gen era tion of ac ci -
dent dia grams based on CRIS resi dent Wash ing ton State Pa trol data.

The Im pact in stal la tion file con tains the AREV pro gram you use to
gen er ate an ac ci dent re port for the whole county.  Im pact it self is an
Autolisp pro gram with sup port ing dia log con trol, menu, draw ing, and
ini tiali za tion files and re quires Auto CAD to op er ate.  Once it's in -
stalled, click ing on the Im pact icon on your Win dows desk top brings
up the stan dard Auto CAD menu with an Im pact pull down.  The Graph
func tion of the pull down starts out by ask ing you to iden tify your re -
port file from CRIS (see in set).  It then lists all the in ter sec tions in the
re port so you can choose one of them.  You can also choose the maxi -
mum number of ac ci dents that may be rep re sented by a sym bol, the
text size on the draw ing, and the prox im ity to the in ter sec tion in which
ac ci dents are plot ted.  Once the graphic is com plete, you can run the
Re port func tion to list the in for ma tion at tached to each sym bol in a
dia log list.  You can also write this in for ma tion to a comma de lim ited
text file, ready for im port into a spread sheet.

Down load IMPACT10.ZIP from our FTP site.  Fol low the in struc tions
in the re adme.txt file for
proper in stal la tion.  Im pact
in stal la tion in struc tions only 
work for run ning in Auto -
CAD R13 Win dows.  I think 
that those with a keen
knowl edge in this area could 
also get it to work in pre -
vious ver sions of Auto CAD. 
Call  us  if you need any
help in stall ing or run ning
Im pact or about run ning the
CRIS re port.  If you can't
get to the Inter net and would 
like Im pact on a disk ette in -
stead, give us a call.  We're
also look ing for com ments
about en hance ments, so let
us know.
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To in stall  the needed AREV pro ce dure, do this:

In CRIS, Hit F5 for a TCL
Type:  
COPY DOS C:\IMPACT\$IMPACT TO:(CRIS_UTIL $IMPACT

(Re place bold text with ap pro pri ate path to where Im pact re -
sides on your drive)

Hit en ter
Type:  COPY DOS C:\IMPACT\IMPACT TO:(VOC IMPACT

Hit en ter 
Press Esc to leave TCL

To gen er ate the re port, do this:
Go to the Sys tem menu > Defi ni tions and en ter in your de sired 
vari ables for Load Pro gram, Last Com plete Ac ci dent Year, Ac -
ci dent Analy sis Span and In ter sec tion Range.  You can cre ate
a va ri ety of re ports by chang ing these.

Bring up a TCL once more (F5) and type:  IMPACT

Note!   Chang ing the ac ci dent vari ables is the method to cre -
ate dif fer ent re ports, if you want a dif fer ent year, or a wider ra -
dius around a Ref er ence Point, you would change it in the
Sys tem  Defi ni tions area and then re- run the last step again.
This can take con sid er able time, de pend ing on your data and
sys tem.

http://www.crab.wa.gov/


\ Get a glimpse of Mobility

A pre view of Mo bil ity, the new Win dows based soft -
ware prod uct that will re place CRIS can be down loaded
from our web site.  Mo bil ity re quires a 32- bit Win dows
op er at ing en vi ron ment (Win dows95 or NT) and uses the 
con cept of Top ics and Themes to or gan ize the user in -
ter face.  Top ics are a logi cal group of data items or
fields, and Themes are a logi cal col lec tion of Top ics.

Shown here is an ex am ple of the Road log topic.  The
user can se lect top ics by click ing on the tabs above the
data grid and se lect top ics by click ing on the ap pro pri ate 
icon on the left.  An other neat fea ture is the abil ity to
cre ate cus tom themes, pull ing data from dif fer ent top ics
for a more per son al ized in ter face.

Look for the down load able pre view on Mobili ty’s own
web space, http://tech.crab.wa.gov/Mo bil ity/.  Mobili -
tyP1.exe is an in stal la tion pro gram and will in stall Mo -
bil ity on your com puter, stop in and read all about it.
Let us know what you think!

\ CRAB staff opening

A com puter staff po si tion open ing at the CRAB of fice
has been an nounced.  It’s a proj ect po si tion with a du ra -
tion of 2 years to as sist in the
de vel op ment of Mo bil ity, the
Win dows re place ment for
CRIS.  The po si tion re quires a
Bache lor's de gree and two
years of pro gram ming ex pe ri -
ence, or four years of pro gram -
ming ex pe ri ence in clud ing, in
ei ther case, one year of pro -
gram ming Vis ual Ba sic.

The an nounce ment will go out as a nor mal State per son -
nel job an nounce ment, so if you're in ter ested and don't
re ceive those an nounce ments, please con tact Karen at
(360) 753-5989 or e- mail karen@crab.wa.gov for an
ap pli ca tion packet. Call soon!  There is a lim ited win -
dow of op por tu nity.

w Watch your surfaces

When us ing the -2 code to iden tify the su perele va tion
limit, be sure you’re us ing more than 2 de sign sur faces
(mean ing, more than one road way ma te rial) in the tem -
plate defi ni tion.  A prob able pro gram er ror causes un -
pre dict able re sults with only 2 sur faces.  For ex am ple,
an in cor rect dia log box in Road calc | Xsec tions | Load
Sur face Li brar ies | De sign would list gravel and sub -
grade only, de fin ing a sin gle ma te rial to be built.  A cor -
rect dia log would list sur fac ing, gravel and sub grade,
de fin ing two ma te ri als to be built.  Let us know if this
clears up any prob lems proc ess ing tem plates you’ve
been hav ing us ing the -2 code.

\ King County Department of Transportation - Website review

A must stop dur ing your ride on that Internet high way is the King County DOT Road ways site, at
http://www.metrokc.gov/kcdot/roadways.htm.  Here you will find a wealth of information on programs,
projects, and serv ices provided, from Adopt-a-Road to Road Va ca tions.  The Edi tor found it a great re source 
for up com ing proj ects, in clud ing a map and de tailed in for ma tion.  There’s a hid den gem in there about some -
thing called #FIXIT, a new con cept in pot hole man age ment and pub li c re la tions.  Stop by and see.

http://tech.crab.wa.gov/Mobility/
http://www.metrokc.gov/kcdot/roadways.htm


w Summit at the Summit

Thanks to all of you who took the time to at tend our or -
gan iz ing meet ing at Sno qualmie Pass in May.  We re -
ceived a lot of in put about what you're look ing for this
year at the con fer ence (At the Pass, Oc to ber 8-10) and
what you want to see in the way of new sys tems.  Kevin 
Stewart from Caice, the new sys tem re plac ing CEAL at
WSDOT, was kind enough to take time out of his busy
sched ule to in tro duce that prod uct.  Eve ry one in at ten -
dance seemed im pressed with the fea tures and us abil ity
of Caice and CRAB will be ex plor ing how we can co -
op er ate with those coun ties in ter ested in Caice.

We also learned a bit about In ter graph and their new
mar ket ing agree ment with CLM, the mak ers of CEAL.
Then on to what to ex pect in Civil 97, the next re lease
of Ea gle Point (and the first built for Win dows) sched -
uled for re lease in mid- September.  

With all these sys tems
around, we were get ting
some what con fused about
how CRAB Sup port should
be ad dress ing the sys tems
to us ers.  We fol lowed the
meet ing by send ing out a
brief sur vey to try and get a
fix on where peo ple stand
with their cur rent sys tem

and how they think CRAB should be in volved.  We're
still com pil ing the re sults, but given the cur rent tur moil
in the mar ket, we've de cided to main tain CEAL for the
com ing year (97-98) and use the fall con fer ence to fea -
ture news and in for ma tion about these com pet ing sys -
tems.  This gives us all a 12- month win dow in which to
de cide if CRAB should move to sup port coun ties in ter -
ested in other prod ucts such as Caice, In ter graph, Soft -
desk, etc..  In the com ing year, we'll be spend ing time
with these prod ucts and will be de vel op ing our own rec -
om men da tions and user fo rums to help YOU de cide
what you're go ing to do as well.

We are ex tremely grate ful for the in put from all of our
cus tom ers.  By the way, it's not too late to send in your
sur vey!  Check un der those
sofa cush ions or in the re cy -
cling bin or ask CRAB for an -
other copy if you can't find
yours and send it in to day.

w Custom Solutions from CRAB

You will find these Ea gle Point good ies from your
friends at De sign Sys tems Sup port at
ftp://ftp.crab.wa.gov (and they're FREE!)

Stay in Se quence (REORDER.LSP)

Sta tion/Off set re ports pro duced us ing COGO |
Re port | Cal cu late Station- Offset can be im -
ported into the draw ing if you print the re sult ing
list to a file and im port that file into the draw ing
us ing Draft ing | Text | Im port.  The re sult ing list
is in node se quence or der in stead of sta tion se -
quence.  If the sta tion value is the first col umn in 
the re port (de se lect Node Num ber in the print
con figu ra tion bef ore print ing), then this pro gram 
will re or gan ize the list to ei ther sta tion se quence
or sta tion se quence left then sta tion se quence
right.  Thanks to Lisa Tid dens at King County Roads,
Sur vey Sec tion for the sug ges tion.

Site De sign Smarts (SDFIX.LSP)

Site de sign pro jec tion and catch lines pro duced
us ing Site De sign | Pro ject | Pro ject Slopes end
up on layer by func tion but not by ori en ta tion (is 
this cut or fill).  This pro gram ex am ines these
lines and modi fies the pro jec tion lines so they
end up on sepa rate cut and fill lay ers, and re -
place the catch line with sepa rate polylines rep -
re sent ing catches in cut and fill.  Thanks to Bruce
Klug at Clark County Pub li c Works for the sug ges tion.

Plot ting with out the te dium (EAGLEPLT.LSP)

Al though not new, just a note to let you know
that it's still avail able and still use ful.  Auto mati -
cally loads and plots all or a se lected number of
cross sec tion or plan/pro file sheets in a se lected
sub pro ject.  Thanks to the many who (strongly) sug -
gested it.

Ceal Ea gle Point Trans la tion (CEAGLE.LSP)

The re place ment for the popu lar but un pro nou -
ca ble MAP_EAG.EXE is now avail able in beta.
It’ll run faster and will run in side of Auto CAD
to trans late CEAL 7.x Map, DTM and END files 
to Ea gle Point.  

ftp://ftp.crab.wa.gov
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w Super Deluxe

Now we've all heard the com ments about the Ea gle
Point su perele va tion data in ter face.  The point in the
short term is that the re port fields for su perele va tion
data (sta tion/rate) will be come edit fields in Civil 97.
That's the good news.  The other news is that if you're
de sign ing in im pe rial units in Ea gle Point 13.x, the ta -
bles shipped with the prod uct are not ap pro pri ate for
non- spiraled curves.  You need to load the .LIB file
and the .TBL files that are on the CRAB FTP site into
your /SUPPORT/ di rec tory.  These are set up for the
de fault situa tion de liv ered with Ea gle Point 13.2.  If
you have added a speed ta ble or changed the
RCHTABLE.LIB files since in stall ing 13.2, then you
may have to al ter the in dex in RCHTABLE.LIB and
change the file names on the .TBL files so that the file
num bers cor re spond with the en tries in the in dex.

Look for RCHTABLE.LIB and RCHST017.TBL to
RCHST021.TBL at ftp://ftp.crab.wa.gov in the De sign
Sys tems/Ea gle Pt file area or call De sign Sys tems sup -
port for your free copy.  Now the next time when you
use the Speed Ta bles op tion in Road calc, you'll be able
to choose such fa vor ites as Eng lish 6% no spi rals, not
to be con fused with Olde Eng lish 7%.  How about that.

P Accident Data is In!

We just re ceived the traf fic ac ci dent data from the
Wash ing ton State Pa trol which in cludes all of 1996.

DrJohn is ready to dis trib ute it this
week.  Give us a call on the CRIS
line, (360) 664-CRIS  if you’d like 
to get your coun ty’s data via e-
 mail, FTP, or the old fash ioned
way, on a disk ette.

w Subproject Copy (almost) 

The copy sub pro ject sure looks good in the Road -
calc/Man age Sub pro ject dia log but one thing it won't
do is open sup port draw ings in the sub pro ject in or der
to re or gan ize xrefs.  This means that if there are
plan/pro file sheets in your sub pro ject that you will
need to load each one and run the Auto CAD XREF
com mand to De tach the RCPRF###.DWG and At tach
the RCPRF%%%.DWG, where ### is the old three
char ac ter sub pro ject number, and %%% is the new
three char ac ter sub pro ject number.

ftp://ftp.crab.wa.gov

